
Two frames from newsfilm shot by NBC’s Dave Weigman show witness Cheryl McKinnon less than a minute after the assassination. 


My last look- at Mr. President 


By Cheryl McKinnon 


Dealey Plaza in Dallas, 
Texas, is a lovely square. It sits 
in the heart of the downtown 
area, a haven for those who 
want to enjoy their lunch under 
a tree on a spot of grass. 

On Nov. 22, 1963, I stood, 
along with hundreds of others, 
on the grassy knoll in Dealey 
Plaza, waiting for just one 
thing — a chance to see, even 
for just a moment, that magical 
person, the president, John F. 
Kennedy. 

! had prepared for days to be 
in the plaza. As a journalism 
major in school, my plans were 
to write a story about my ex- 
periences as a class project. 
Kennedy was for me the ideal of 
what a president should be — 
young and aggressive, yet 
thoughtful and seemingly ge- 
nuinely concerned for his fellow 

As we stood watching the 



Reporter Cheryl McKinnon 


motorcade turn onto Elm 
Street, I tried to grasp every 
tiny detail of both President 
and Mrs. Kennedy. "How hap- 
py they look,” 1 thought. Sud- 
denly three shots in rapid suc- 
cession rang out. Myself and 


dozens of others standing near- 
by turned in horror toward the 
back of the grassy knoll where 
it seemed the sounds had 
originated. Puffs of white 
smoke- still hung in the air in 
small patches. But no one was 

■ Turning back to the street, 
now terribly frightened, 1 sud- 
denly realized the president was 
no longer sitting up in the seat 
waving to the crowd. He was 
slumped over toward his wife, 
whose facial expression left no 
doubt as to what had occurred. 
The motorcade was beginning 
to gain speed and soon passed 
under the railroad trestle head- 
ed for its eventual destination. 
Parkland Hospital. 

It was an impressionable 
teenage girl ■ who watched the 
assassination of a president, but 
today, 20 years later, it is still as 
clear in my mind as if it happen- 
ed this morning. One moment 
they were laughing and waving. 
The next moment, both men 


were slumped over and 
pandemonium reigned. 

As the months passed, 
following the shootings of first 
Kennedy, then Oswald and then 
the deaths of Ruby and others, 

I tried to maintain the faith 
with my government. I have , 
read the Warren Commission 
Report in its entirety and 
dozens of other books as well. I 
am sorry to say that the only 
thing I am absolutely sure of to- 
day is that at least two of th* . 
shots fired that day in Dealey. 
Plaza came from behind where 
I stood on the knoll, not from 
the book depository. - ' 

I can’t accuse the government t 
of hiding the truth or tying < 
about the assassination,,, 
because no matter what I may 
personally believe, I have no ■' 
proof. But that day in Dallas 
and those that followed left 
their mark and 1 have never 
quite had the same faith and 
(rust in those that lead us as I 
did before. 
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THE GUNMAN AT COBB STADIUM 

In my article last issue about the new photograph of 
the Umbrella Man and his possible accomplice, I men- 
tioned “there was good evidence of a backup kill site 
at Cobb Stadium, not far up the motorcade route ” The 
evidence, which I had recalled coming from Penn 
Jones, originated in the Dallas Police tapes and has 
never been explained. 

According to CE1974, the FBI transcript of the two 
radio channels, a man with a rifle was spotted at or 
near Cobb Stadium. And even though 15-20 officers 
eventually searched for him, he apparently “disap- 
peared, just like a lot of other conspiracy evidence. 

Forty minutes after the assassination, Captain C. E. 
Talbert (15) radioed on Channel 1 to dispatchers Mur- 
ray Jackson and Clifford Hulse (deceased) “If you can 
get 15/2 (Captain J. M. Souter), would you get him to 
put some personnel on those railroad tracks near 
Market Hall and proceed back toward this location to 
check out the tracks in this immediate vicinity ” 
in other words, Souter, who was stationed at the 
Trade Mart, was asked to send some officers onto the 
tra 5 :ks and cover the area all the way back to the 
TSBD where Talbert was stationed! That track parallel- 
ed Stemmons Freeway over two miles directly to the 
rear of the Depository. 

But what was Talbert really asking? Nowhere on 
Channel 1 or 2 is there anything about a suspect; nor 
contain ^levant conversations 
not in CE1974. Therefore, Talbert must have gotten a 
tip from someone in, or near, the TSBD. What was that 
tip, who did it come from, and when? 

The dispatcher, who sounds like Jackson 
acknowledged Talbert’s call and then tried to contact 
f d'dn’t answer. Seconds later, Jackson 

' 15, h6 ' S ° n Channel 2 ’ he has < ha 
How did the dispatcher know that without getting a 

dteSatrhV/T Presumab| y f rom the Channel 2 

dispatcher, Gerald Henslee, sitting nearby Henslee 
had just been talking with Souter on Channel 2 but 

?n1It«^H S H n ° + thln9 0n Channel 2 about a suspect' Since 
Souter didn t respond to Jackson, it’s just as likely that 
he never heard the information y 

Nothing more was said on Channel 1 about Talbert’s 
mysterious request until 2:20, some 70 minutes laJL 
°h* h 1 d L spa,chers (either Hulse of J A ' 

rifle; railroad traoksfcob^adTum.^anylf tamhiiSr- 


by Gary Mack 

474A replied “No, we can’t see from here, but we’ll 
Hoover and get him.” The dispatcher acknowledged 

Three minutes later the dispatcher ordered 
Patrolman L. L. Hill (22) to “Go out toward Cobb 
Stadium on the railroad track overpass. There is a 
white male carrying a rifle. Meet 474A at that location ” 
Hill responded “10-4.” 

Then at 2:26 the city wrecker crew (562) radioed the 
dispatcher “I’ll be down here at Cobb Stadium parking 
IP* ' or , * hat suspect’s car.” So the dispatcher said 
Stand by there, 562. 474A will be back in a minute » 
Thank you.” 

Huh? What car? How did they know the suspect had 
^unless the y caught him? Has the transcript been 
edited? The tape? Both? 

At 2:27 an unidentified officer, using call number 52, 
radioed the dispatcher “In regard to suspect, the T C 
Cobb Stadium; was it the (Harry) Hines overpass, the 
railroad overpass or the freeway overpass.” 

The dispatcher, not at all curious about the unknown 
caller, said “He is walking on the” when, according to 
the agent making the transcript, “someone cut in 
unable to read.” But the unknown caller must have 
heard the dispatcher, for he replied “10-4. Was that 
north or south bound, or do you know?” The dispat- 
eher st| !| a cc ep ting as legit a bogus call number, said 
simply Unknown” and 52 answered “10-4.” 

Moments later, at 2:28, the dispatcher called 474A to 
say That wrecker’s down there on the Cobb Stadium 
parking lot.” 474A responded “We will meet him 
there. 

• 0f wP r Hili then called in “I am here with him look- 
!P,o at the car '” The dis Patcher then clarified by sayinq 

22 is with the wrecker at this time.” Y V 9 

474A then said “The car that we want picked up is on 
he park, ng *°t m front of the Merchandise (Furniture) 
Mart just north of Cobb Stadium. Will meet him there 
and take him to it.” Hill asked “Is it a 1964 Falcon?” 
This was apparent confusion caused by another 
t S ion P n^ With + 3 J! ,e > at 5818 Be'nnont-a different sec- 
tion of the city. 474A corrected Hill by saying “No, it is 
a red panel truck with writing on the side.” 
m I h H dls P a f cher then asked 474A for the license 
number and he eventually responded “3E9087 ” 

°" Channel 2 - Patrolman C. F. Goodson 
dil 7 | H k d K the dls P atcher “Any better location on that 

“No M® at S° bb Stadium? ” Henslee responded 

No, that s all we had on it.” 

Goodson continued “...there are about 15 or 20 of- 



ficers out here covering this. Nobody can find 
anything.” 

Then Sergeant R. E. Dugger (18) radioed Souter “We 
have approximately 6 to 8 jockeys out here and 15 of- 
ficers standing by out here. We have no actual need for 
except about 2. Can you advise?” 

Souter then ordered “Release all you don’t need out 
there.” 

That’s all! End of suspect and end of investigation. A 
man with a rifle was seen along the motorcade route 
within 40 minutes of the assassination, the Dallas 
Police investigated for nearly an hour and a half, lost 
him, and no further questions were ever asked. 

I bet somewhere there’s a file with more on this 
situation. The ;adio transcripts include several in- 
cidents in which citizens were seen with guns and 
were questioned, but this is the only known rifle 
suspect near the scene of the assassination. 

As for the red panel truck parked on the north side of 
Cobb Stadium, researcher Gary Shaw was able to do 
some followup work. It was registered to Clifton Stone 
of 2521 Waldrum in Dallas. Stone lived several doors 
down the street from members of the Joiner family at 
2502 Waldrum. Brothers Roy Eugene, Bobby Savelle, 
Gary Dwayne and David were waiting for the President 
at the Trade Mart and had planned a small demonstra- 
tion against him. 

The brothers were asked to leave the premises and 
David was actually arrested and charged with in- 
vestigation of conspiracy to murder the President. He 
was held in jail until the following Monday afternoon 
and fined $15. 

News film at the Trade Mart shows at least two of 
the Joiners prior to the assassination; one had tape 
over his mouth as part of his protest. 

According to CD1179, pages 132-146, David Joiner 
had run some gambling and bootlegging Operations 
and was a member of the Independent White Citizens 
Council. 



And finally there’s an intriguing photograph of the 
Kennedy limousine on Stemmons Freeway as it 
crosses over Oak Lawn. In the background, at the 
southwest corner, is a building which housed an S&H 
Green Stamp operation. On the roof is what may be a 
man with a rifle-shaped object. 

The picture seems to have been taken with a 
telephoto lens, which naturally magnifies the size of 
distant objects. To the photographer’s rear, at the 
northeast corner, was Cobb Stadium. 


OBITUARIES 


Martha Jo Stroud 

Martha Jo Stroud, an assistant 
U.S: attorney general who helped 
coordinate the Warren Commis- 
sion's investigation into the assas- 
sination of President John F. Ken- 
nedy, has died of a heart attack at 
her home. She was 55. 

At her request, no funeral or 
memorial service is planned. 

Mrs. Stroud, who died Wednes- 
day, was bom and reared in Mis- 
souri and came to Dallas in the 
mid-1950s to attend Southern 
Methodist University, receiving 
her degree from SMU’s School of 
Law in 1957. 

She worked for the Southwest 
Legal Foundation at SMU. For 
about a year beginning in June 

tomey General Will Wilson as an 
assistant attorney general.. She be- 

under Dallas Cqunty District At- 
torney Henry Wade in Juiy 1961 
and on Sept. 11. 1961, joined the 
Dallas branch of the U.S. attorney 
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general's office. 

When Kennedy was assassinat- 
ed two months later, she became 
the office’s liaison with the War- 
ren Commission, which investigat- 
ed Kennedy’s death. According to 
co-workers, she helped coordinate 
the assembling of evidence and 
other matters relating to hearings 
the commission held in Dallas. 

She primarily handled the of- 
fice’s civ'll matters, include repre- 
senting the Department of Health 
and Human Services, the Immi- 
gration and Naturalization Service 

She was president of the Dallas 
chapter of the Federal Bar Associ- 
ation from 1971 to 1972. 

Survivors include a son, Don 
Stroud of Salt Lake City. Utah; a 
brother. William Boyd Stroud of 
Colorado Springs, Colo.; a sister, 
Pat Feeney of Bakersfield. Calif.; 
and two grandchildren. The fam- 
ily asked that memorials be made 
to the American Cancer Society. 


Services Monday for 
Charles T. Brown Jr. 
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Deputy resigns before 
indecency charge filed 

A Dallas County sheriffs patrol 
deputy resigned Friday afternoon 
just before he was charged with in- 
decency with a child, countv offi- 
cials said. 

Roger Craig Jr., 30. of the 8800 
block of Files Street, was named In 
the felony warrant issued bv Mu- 
nicipal Judge Michael O'Neal late 
Thursday Bond listed tn the war- 
rant is SJ.000. 


Craig allegedly asked a 12-year- 
old girl to perform oral sex on him, 
forced her to touch his genitals and 
fondled her. Dallas police said. 


Police and hospital official 
Craig took an unspecified 
overdose Thursday nigh! an( 


southeastern Methodist Hospital.. 

• County officers wiii arrest Craig 
at the hospital as soon as he is well 
enough to leave, sheriff's spokes- 


Craig was placed on administra- 
tive leave after the sheriffs office 

dose, E'.vel! said. Sheriffs Depart- 
ment internal affairs investigators 
were called in after the county offi- 
cials icarned of the impending 
criminal charges. Ewell said. 

From his hospital bed. Craig 
gave his supervisor and another of- 
ficer a handwritten, one-sentence 
resignation at 2:45 p.m.. Ewell said. 

the Sheriffs Department. 

(Roger is the son of one 
of the few real heroes 
in the Kennedy assassin- 
ation story. Roger Sr 
committed suicide after 
years of telling the 
truth as he knew it. It 
seems that tragedy is 
still a part of his 
family. The following 
articles were written by 
John Moulder, a respon- 
sible journalist and 
researcher. ) 



Lost His Job, Shot, Bombed, Discredited 

Cop in Dealey Plaza Who Saw Oswald 
Drive Away With a Man in a Rambler 


Had the testimony of a Dallas law enforcement officer - 
as well as backup statements by other witnesses - been 
accepted, a conspiracy in the assassination of President 
John Kennedy might have been proved beyond doubt. 

Instead, the unvarying eyewitness testimony of 
Sheriff's Deputy Roger Craig was discredited and twisted 
around by Warren Commission probers. 

And because Craig 's testimony didn't jibe with what the 
commission wanted the official lone-assassin version to 
be. he has been threatened with death and constantly 
harassed, the former lawman and his friend believe. 



ve he is a fugitive 
' involved in a conspiracy 
President.-J.M. 
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Warren Commission Ignored Information Given By 
Eyewitness Who Backed up Craig's Escape Car Story 


County Sheriffs Deputy Roger D. Craig - but 

The statement of the witness, Marvin C. 
Robinson, who lived in die Oak Cliff section of 
Dallas, was not included in the 28 volume 
Warren Commission Report on the 
assassination of President John F. Kennedy. 

THE DOCUMENT revealing Robinson s 


Oswald left th 
then went to his Oak Cliff apartn 
bus and taxicab, before mil 
shooting Officer J. D. Tippitt. 


deputy testified to tt 
Lee Harvey Oswald. 


le Texas School Book 
a light colored station 

e sheriff’s Document TO. Craig's 


The station wagon, according to Robinsc 
then drove away in the direction of the C. 
Giff section of Dallas - the area whe* 
Oswald lived and where Officer Tippitt w; 

Unlike Craig, Robinson told the agents r 


in Dealey Plaza. 

AS HE CROSSED th 


)f Elm harrassed fo 
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Craig's iestfc 
i events background as 


aived with Oswald from mowing the 

ot given credibility THE FATHER 
even though his “I am tired c 
was distinguished. Craig wrote in th 


1 of this pain,” police s 
the note. 

taking pain killing pills sL 


THE FORMER lawman toid 
hardships and attempts and t 
his life in a never-published be 


son, round him extreme- 
ly credible, and was 
told he was right be- 
hind the car when the 
man got in. The VC even 
considered Robinson a 
"key person" according 
to it's t- 26-624.- letter. 
Robinson had Naval Re- 
serve duty when the VC 
wanted him to testify; 
when he returned, the 
VC was not interested.} 


Eyewitnesses To Tragedy 

The inside stories of how a band of reporters 

covered Kennedy’s assassination 


Sunday, November 20, 1983 
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